Truck Drivers Killed After Exiting Semi Tractors and Being Struck by Other Semi Tractors in Distribution Center by Kentucky Injury Prevention and Research Center
 During 2008-2009, two truck 
drivers were each killed after 
exiting their semi tractors when 
they were struck by other semi 
tractors. Following are the case 
descriptions for both truck 
driver  deaths in Kentucky: 
Case 1:  A 57-year-old male 
truck driver, who worked for a 
private contractor, stopped at a 
distribution center guard shack 
at approximately 10am to have 
his trailer checked. While the 
truck driver was closing the 
doors on his trailer, he was 
struck from behind by another 
semi-truck who had pulled up 
behind him. The driver of the 
other vehicle was distracted and 
had accidentally released the 
brake pedal allowing the vehicle 
to roll forward. The driver was 
pinned between both vehicles 
and later died after being trans-
ported to the local hospital. 
Case 2: A 68-year-old female 
truck driver, employed by a pri-
vate contractor, exited her semi- 
truck in a freight loading area of a 
distribution center to speak with 
the driver of a spotter truck (yard 
tractor) who was backing up to 
drop and hook a trailer at approxi-
mately 5am. The driver of the yard 
tractor did not see the truck driver 
approaching, and struck and ran 
over the truck driver. The driver 
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To prevent truck driver 
injuries while travers-
ing distribution facili-
ties: 
• Drivers of yard 
tractors should  en-
sure that a clear 
path is visible be-
fore moving the ve-
hicle. Truck drivers 
should not ap-
proach such vehi-
cles on foot until 
acknowledgment of 
contact has been 
made between both 
drivers. 
• Do not enter be-
hind the trailer un-
til other vehicle 
drivers behind have 
come to a complete 
stop and parked the 
vehicle. 
• Always wear re-
flective vests while 
traversing a distri-
bution facility. 
• Employers should 
develop and imple-
ment a comprehen-
sive safety plan 
that addresses truck 
driver pedestrian 
traffic in freight 
distribution facili-
ties.    
•  All air lines and 
electrical connec-
tions should be 
made between the 
yard tractor and 
trailer before mov-
ving the trailer. 
FAC E  T H E  F AC T S     H A Z  A L E R T   
T R U C K  D R I V E R S  S H O U L D  A LWAY S  W E A R  
R E F L E C T I V E  V E S T S  A F T E R  E X I T I N G  T H E I R  
S E M I -T R U C K  A N D  T R AV E R S I N G  A  
D I S T R I B U T I O N  F AC I L I T Y .  
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D R I V E R S  O F  Y A R D  
T R A C T O R S  S H O U L D   
E N S U R E  T H A T  A  C L E A R  
PA T H  I S  V I S I B L E  B E F O R E  
M O V I N G  T H E  V E H I C L E .  
T R U C K  D R I V E R S  S H O U L D  
N O T  A P P R OA C H  S U C H  
V E H I C L E S  O N  F O O T  
U N T I L  
A C K N O W L E D G M E N T  O F  
C O N TA C T  H A S  B E E N  M A D E  
B E T W E E N  B O T H  D R I V E R S .  
D O  N O T  E N T E R  B E H I N D  
T H E  T R A I L E R  U N T I L  
O T H E R  V E H I C L E  D R I V E R S  
B E H I N D  H AV E  C O M E  T O  A  
C O M P L E T E  S T O P  A N D  
PA R K E D  T H E  V E H I C L E .  
E M P L O Y E R S  S H O U L D  D E V E L O P  
A N D  I M P L E M E N T  A  C O M P R E -
H E N S I V E  S A F E T Y  P L A N  T H A T  
A D D R E S S E S  T R U C K  D R I V E R  
P E D E S T R I A N  T R A F F I C  I N  
F R E I G H T  D I S T R I B U T I O N  FA -
C I L I T I E S .      
For more information, contact: 
KY Fatality Assessment & Control Evaluation 
(FACE) Program, Kentucky Injury Prevention and 
Research Center (KIPRC)  
333 Waller Ave., Suite 206  
Lexington, KY 40504 
1-800-204-3223 (toll-free)  
http://www.kiprc.uky.edu/face.html 
 
 The KY FACE program is an occupational fatality program at KIPRC funded by the National 
Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) (Cooperative Agreement No.: 5 U60 
OH008483-05. 
Make sure that other drivers behind your 
trailer have shut off  their engines and en-
gaged their parking brakes before entering 
the space behind the trailer.  
Truck drivers should only approach an-
other vehicle when contact has been made 
with the driver of  the other vehicle. Drivers 
of  yard tractors should always be required 
to look in the direction of  travel and main-
tain a clear driver path (29 CFR 1910.178
(n)(6)).  
Employers have a responsibility to provide a safe 
working environment for all employees (Kentucky 
Revised Statute 338.031(1)(a)) and should develop 
a comprehensive worker safety plan for traversing 
distribution facilities.   
whenever the truck driver exits the truck in the 
distribution facility (29 CFR 1910.132(d)(1). 
A L W A Y S  W E A R  R E F L E C -
T I V E  V E S T S  W H I L E  T R AV -
E R S I N G  A  D I S T R I B U T I O N  
FA C I L I T Y  O R  H I G H  T R A F -
F I C  A R E A .  
A L L  A I R  L I N E S  A N D  E L E C -
T R I C A L  C O N N E C T I O N S  
S H O U L D  B E  M A D E  B E T W E E N  
T H E  Y A R D  T R A C T O R  A N D  
T R A I L E R  B E F O R E  M O V V I N G  
T H E  T R A I L E R .  
The air lines and electrical lines should be con-
nected between the yard tractor and the trailer to 
ensure trailer illumination and service brake opera-
tions.  
Appropriate personal protective equipment 
such as reflective vests should be worn  
